Wednesday, March 30,1966 THE WASHINGTON POST 


Private Eye Accused of Roving 


By George Lardner Jr. ' 
The work of 'private eye 
Vincent Gillen is getting more 
and more public. 

Bep. Herbert Tenzer (D- 
N.Y.), complained yesterday 
that the New York detective 


agency hired for General Mo- 
tors to investigate auto indus- 
try critic Ralph Nader had 
also cast a glance at urban re- 
newal in his home district. 

Tenzer said the detective 
agency, Vincent Gillen Asso- 
ciates of Garden City, had ap- 


parently been chosen by offi- 
cials of Rockville' Centre, L.I., 
to investigate criticisms — and 
critics — of Rockville Centre’s 
controversial urban renewal 
program. s 

“This is a big firm, hot just 
a couple of, private eyes,” re- 


sponded Rockville Centre’s 
Mayor W. Harry Lister. 
“They’ve got lawyers, engi- I 
neers, auditors.. They’ll check | 
anything for you. We never . 
had any idea of investigating 
individuals.” . I 

Tenzer was unconvinced. He i 
called the idea of financing , 


the investigating with public 1 
funds “shocking.” 1 

Gillen came under fire on i 
Capitol Hill this month for j 
Ms investigation of Nader. 

“We talked to them (the Gil- 1 
len agency) at least , three i 
weeks before this GM thing . 
came out,” Lister said: “We’re 
just a victim of circumstances, * 
Under the circumstances, it’s i 
questionable whether we’ll | 
hire them.” 


• Gillen said he would not 
i take the job anyway in the 
wake of the GM fuss. “One 
headache at a time,” -he, said 
in a brief phone interview 
that began with Gillen saying 
“This is being recorded. You 
dont’ mind, do you?” 

The Rockville Centre Vil- 
lage Board has been sharply 
criticized for its handling of 
a 36-acre urban renewal pro- 
ject. In a report issued last 
month, the Nassau County Hu- 
man Rights Commission ac- 
cused the Board of .discrimin- 
ating against Negroes in, ad- 
ministering the project Crit- 
ics haev charged that tong de- 
lays in the program have for- 
ced many Negroes to move out 
! of the project area. > 

Mayor Lister said the. Gillen 
firm had been tentatively sel- 
ected for a study of the pro- 
gram that would answer the 
atHMs.’ Asked why he didn’t 


I 


seek urban renewal experts 
for the job, he said: ‘“That’s a 
very good thought But urban 
renewal’s so new that you can 
not find anybody who does 
that work.” ’ 

• , Among other things, he said, 
the Gillen agency could have 
tracked down the Negro fami- 
lies, that left the project area 
to find out why they moved 
away. 

“It’s my personal feeling 
that all this is an. after- 
thought,” Tenzer said. A mem- 
ber of the House Judiciary 
Committee, he called for legis- 
lation to restrict “Government 
snooping” and “industrial es-i 
poniage.” Tenzer pointed Out 
that last fall a microphone had 
been planted atop’ a phone 
booth in the Rockville Centre 
Village Hall to record the con- 
< versations of one of the May- 
or’s critics. 

“Another red herring,” said 
the. Mayor. He said the critic 
had been charged with “slug- 
ging acop.” The microphone, 
he said, was planted to record 
the man’s subsequent, face-to- 
face confrontations with vil- 
lage officials, not his phone 
calls. • .. . ; 



